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9.2 199-203 Uni on R oad, Ascot Vale (Lot 1 TP846865E) - partial demoliti on of the existi ng buildi ng, external pai nting, cons tructi on of a multi -storey buildi ng to accommodate a ground floor shop (super mar ket), use of the land for a childcare centr e along w 
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9.3 29- 35 St Ki nnord Street,  Aber fel die ( Lots 20 & 22 Block D on PS 002016) - C onstr ucti on of a single storey addition to be used in associ ation wi th an existi ng kindergarten 
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9.4 320 Ascot Val e R oad, Moonee Ponds ( Lot 1 on TP 607044J) -  Use of the land as restaur ant, sale and consumpti on of liquor  and a reduction i n car par ki ng requir ements  

320 Ascot Vale R oad, M oonee Ponds - Adverti sed Plans  
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9.5 86 Glass Street, Essendon ( Lot 1 TP680221Y) - C onstruction of two dwellings to the rear of an exis ting dwelli ng  

Advertised Pl ans  
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9.6 Al f Pearce Reser ve Fenced D og Par k D esign 

Alf Pearce Reser ve D og Par k C oncept Pl an 
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Alf Pearce Reser ve D og Par k D esign -  Consultation Summar y 
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9.7 D ebneys Par k Update 

Debneys Par k Site Plan 
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Debneys Par k Fence R ealignment Plan for D ebney M eadows  
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Debneys Par k Pr oposed Juni or Pl ayspace Location and D esign 
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9.15 Moonee Vall ey Earl y Years Plan 2014-22 -  Ac tion Plan Progress  Report 2015-16. 

Moonee Valley Early Years Pl an -  Acti on Pl an  - Progress  Report 2015-16 

  

 

ATTACHMENTS OF ORDINARY COUNCIL 

MEETING - 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

ABSTRACT 
      

 
 

 



 
MONDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 

APPENDICES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

ITEM 9.15 - APPENDIX A 

PAGE 200 

On track 

 
MVEYP 2015-16 Action Plan Progress Report 

Strategies Action Plan – July 2015 
to June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Theme 1: People     

Strategic Objective 1: Create opportunities for children to be active citizens and influence how they live 

Key                       

1.1.1 Strengthen our profile 
and understanding of a 
Child Friendly Moonee 
Valley to enhance 
children’s participation in 
civic life. 
 

Identify the opportunities 
and obligations of the United 
Nations (UN) Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and 
UNICEF Child Friendly 
Cities (CFC) Initiative. 

 
 
Family and 
Children’s  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cohealth 

 

o The Victorian Charter for Child Friendly Cities (CFC) and 

Communities is endorsed  
Council continued to deliver on its commitment to the principles 
of CFC through this action plan. Council to consider becoming a 
signatory to the Charter with the Victorian Local Government 
Association (VLGA). 

 
Children’s Week focused on celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the signing of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (RoC)  

o More than 2,060 children across Moonee Valley celebrated 

their right to enjoy childhood, explore and learn through play. 
Children showcased their talents and abilities in a range of 
activities raising awareness about the RoC including a Fun in 
the Park event and art exhibitions at children’s centres. Forty-
four children from eight local primary schools participated in 
civic life when they attended the Council Chambers with the 
Mayor, to conduct a Junior Council Meeting which focused 
on government protecting children’s rights. 

o Council worked with cohealth to deliver a Children’s Summit: 

‘Count Me In’. Ninety children from six local schools engaged 
in dance, song, drama and craft to explore themes of 

Changes in timeline Progress issue 



 
MONDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 

APPENDICES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

ITEM 9.15 - APPENDIX A 

PAGE 201 

resilience, transition, diversity and inclusion to strengthen 
mental health and wellbeing. 
 

 

Strategies Action Plan   
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.1.2 Value the voice of 
children and progress 
principles of best practice 
when talking with and 
listening to children. 
 

Redesign Council’s 
community engagement 
framework to encourage 
existing operations to 
incorporate active 
engagement of children. 
 
 

 
Community 
Planning and 
Development 
 
 
 
 
Family and 
Children  
 

 

The Enhancing Consultation project is developed  
The Project commenced and is expected to be completed in 
2016/17. A re-designed framework will consider opportunities for 
children to be active citizens and influence how they live. 
 
Project proposal for a staff-training module to share skills 
and knowledge of engaging with children in decision-
making is developed 
The project will be guided and informed by the Enhancing 
Consultation framework to support alignment across Council’s 
community engagement activities and create opportunities for 
children to be active citizens. 
 

1.1.3 Create experiences 
that involve, reflect and 
respond to children’s needs 
and gives practical effect to 
their ideas and 
suggestions. 

Design an evaluation 
framework for MVCC Family 
and Children’s Services to 
incorporate children’s views 
in service programming. 

 
Family and 
Children 
 
 

 

An evaluation framework is designed 
Project commenced and is due to be completed in 2016/17. The 
Evaluation framework has a focus to incorporate children’s 
perspectives and views in planning for their learning and 
development. 
 

1.1.4 Understand children’s 
interdependence on the 
world around them and 
foster their thinking and 
emerging independence. 

Consolidate a common 
understanding of the 
Victorian Early Years 
Learning and Development 
Framework (VEYLDF). 

 
 
 
Family and 
Children 

 

Professional development based on the VEYLD framework 
is delivered to all MVCC Family and Children’s Services 
staff  

o ‘Developing a Community of Practice’ conference engaged 

230 staff in using the VEYLDF to guide their everyday work 
with over 2,000 children and families across Moonee Valley. 

o Council’s Montgomery Park Children’s Centre showcased 

practice as part of the review and update of the VEYDLF. 
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Educators’ demonstrated practice focused on purposeful 
interactions with children to support their long term 
outcomes. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
 July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Strategic Objective 2: Advocate and provide for services and experiences that nurture and empower children and families 
 

1.2.1 Strengthen the role of 
parents as first educators to 
foster children’s growth and 
development. 

Establish a coordinated 
program that encourages 
the value of the parenting 
role and family wellbeing, 
including a range of forums 
such as: 

o Playgroup conversations 

o Dental health 

presentation and oral 
check 

o Being a dad: changed 

gender roles 

o Parent talk: speech and 

development 

o Family relationships 

forum 

o Family violence forum 

o Baby bounce program 

o Creepy crawlies/ Walkie 

talkies programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
cohealth 
 
 
Family and 
Children 
 
 
 
Brotherhood of 
St Lawrence 

 

A regular program that links parents into the range of 
forums is established  
Programs and forums delivered include: 

o dental screening and improved dental care for 125 children 

o ‘drop in’ Creepy-Crawlie and Walkie-Talkie sessions focused 

on increasing physical skills, play, language, behaviour and 
daily routines for children to 5 years 

o new parent groups for 269 families enhancing interactions 

between parents and their children and increasing supports 
and networks 

o children and families actively engaged in the Baby Bounce 

programs (Wingate Avenue MCH) which helps babies and 
toddlers explore language through stories, songs and rhymes 

o Home Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters 

(HIPPY), a home based early learning and parenting 
program for families with young children supporting literacy 
development and smooth transitions to school. 
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Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.2.2 Advocate and sustain 
responsive community and 
facilitated early years 
activities and services. 

Foster early years literacy 
with children and parents 
through the ‘Begin with 
books’ program and ‘Story 
Tree’ initiative. 

 
 
Arts, Culture 
and Libraries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The ‘Begin with books’ program is delivered to new parents 
annually 

o Approximately 1,500 children and families were provided with 

literacy resources at four month MCH visit which promote 
and encourage literacy and lifelong learning. 

o Children’s language development is fostered through the 

Parent-Child Mother Goose programs at Hopetoun Early 
Years Centre and strengthens relationships between children 
and parents.  

o Cohealth, in collaboration with MCH service, builds on 

children’s language using rhymes, songs and storytelling in 
the toddler’s playgroup, Debney Meadows. The program 
boosts children’s language and skills through play. There is 
regular attendance of approximately 7-15 parents and 
children. 

 
‘Story tree’ exhibition of stories written by local children 
displayed at all Council libraries 

o The roving exhibition comprised 49 stories written by local 

children at the Moonee Valley Festival. Over seven months, 
these stories were displayed in Council's five libraries and 
Civic Centre and children had the opportunity to create their 
own stories. Approximately, 31 additional stories were 
created. 
 
 
 



 
MONDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 

APPENDICES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

ITEM 9.15 - APPENDIX A 

PAGE 204 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

 Support the Toy library and 
existing/ new community 
and facilitated playgroups. 

Family and 
Children/  
Toy library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Playgroup Vic 

 

Toy library funds are awarded  

o Council funds provided children and families access to over 

2,500 high quality, educational and fun toys and equipment. 
These additional resources enable access for a greater 
number of families and children to laugh and learn through 
play. Since opening five years ago, the Moonee Valley Toy 
library has had over 1,200 members come through their 
doors. They have the second largest family membership in 
Victoria and an active membership of 385.  

 
Two new targeted playgroups established  

o A partnership between Playgroup Victoria, Council and both 

Melton and Wyndham Council’s delivered the ‘Transitioning 
Supported Playgroups’ project to isolated or newly arrived 
children and families (Farsi/Dari playgroup). Families were 
assisted to transition from supported facilitation to a self-
managed community playgroup. 

o The Twins playgroup at Rhonda Davis Early Years Centre 

commenced bringing together 10 families and 24 children to 
share in the joys and challenges of multiple births. The 
success of the first twins group in MV has identified a need 
for a second group for families with multiple births. 

 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.2.3 Support parents 
during family transitions 
and stresses to effectively 

Identify new strategies to 
support children and parents 
transition from one service 

 
 
Family and 

 

Transition process from parent groups to playgroups was 
enhanced  
In partnership with Playgroup Vic, key contact points for families 
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protect and nurture 
children. 

to another. Children/ 
Playgroup Vic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cohealth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Department of 
Education and 
Training (DET) 
 
 
Community 
Planning and 
Development/ 
Arts and 
Culture 

were identified to encourage a smooth transition between 
groups for parents and children. 
 
Transition statements and visits from kindergarten and long 
day care to primary school  
Families using early years services were provided with 
information about their child’s learning and development helping 
prep teachers to get to know and plan for children as they start 
school. Sharing information and reciprocal visits between early 
childhood services and schools continue to build smooth 
transition for children and families. 
 
Programs from primary school to secondary school  
The ‘Count Me In’ reference group applied a co-design approach 
to Stage 2 of the project (Action 1.3.3) and identified what was 
important for children and families to positively support school 
transition. The Moonee Valley Principal’s Network also identified 
transitions as a key focus. 
 
The ‘Transition: A Positive Start to School’ initiative   
Council participated in DET consultations to inform resources on 
improving children’s transition to school.  
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning
/Pages/transition.aspx 
 
Alignment and integration with the MVEYP/ new Youth 
Engagement Strategy  
Council presented on the policy continuum for children and 
young people from pregnancy to 25 years across the city to the 
Moonee Valley Principals Network. Events for 8 to 12 year olds 
were provided to support transitions across early childhood to 
youth services: 

o 30 children actively engaged in a local community space at 

the Outdoor Cinema Summer Series at Flemington 
Community Centre, showcasing three different films. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/transition.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/transition.aspx
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o In response to strong interest, the annual Melbourne ‘Step 

Off’ dance crew competition, supported local children (8-12) 
and young people (12-18) to create a street dance 
performance in the drug, alcohol and smoke free event. 

 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.2.4 Provide proactive, 
timely and optimal support 
for children to meet their 
development and wellbeing 
needs 

Progress Best Practice/ 
Quality Assurance 
approaches that respond to 
identified needs and 
empower children and 
families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Family and 
Children 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs fostering social inclusion and gift giving are 
implemented  
The ‘Managing your Emotions’ program and ‘the Wishing Tree’ 
fostered health and wellbeing for children was implemented by 
January 2016. The Wishing tree delivered 30 Christmas 
hampers to vulnerable children and families.  
Support for children to have a strong sense of wellbeing was 
strengthened through skills development for educators attending 
a ‘Managing children’s behaviour through safe expression of 
feelings and problem solving’ forum. 
ISO requirements for the Integrated Family Services 
Program are met annually 
The ISO 9001:2008 Certification Project for Integrated Family 
Services annual review was completed in line with high quality 
best practice. 
Childcare and Kindergartens achieved ‘Exceeding’ National 
Quality Standard assessment ratings 
36 childcare and kindergartens across Moonee Valley were 
rated according to the National Quality Standards (NQS). 
Sixteen services achieved ‘Exceeding’ rating, one achieved 
‘Meeting’ rating. Assessor feedback on quality identified that 
educator’s consistently demonstrated implementation of the 
VEYLDF and Early Years Learning Frameworks. There was 
evidence of curriculum decisions responding to children 
individual interests and abilities and improving children’s 
learning and development outcomes. Environments for children 
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As part of Council’s 
Advocacy Agenda, develop 
an advocacy strategy for 
children with additional 
needs in the municipality. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

were assessed as welcoming, vibrant and flexible learning 
spaces.  
 
Advocacy strategy established to support children with 
additional needs  
Stage one of an outcomes framework has been completed to 
progress the advocacy strategy for children with additional 
needs across Moonee Valley. 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Strategic Objective 3: Enrich the health and wellbeing of a safe, friendly and connected community 

1.3.1 Influence perceptions 
and enhance safety in 
public areas to positively 
affect community 
connections and wellbeing. 

Progress City of Moonee 
Valley’s Pacific Australian 
Safe Communities 
Accreditation, by continuing 
to create child friendly urban 
environments that can 
contribute positively to the 
development of a child's 
happiness and wellbeing. 

 
 
Technical 
Services 

 

Council’s Integrated Transport and Road Safety Plan 
considers of ‘Child Friendly Cities’ concepts 
Review of the Integrated Transport and Road Safety Plan 
addressed the inclusion of ‘Child Friendly Cities’ concepts to 
enhance children’s safety and community connections. 
 
Kid Safe Victoria ‘Do not leave children in cars’ campaign is 
launched and signage installed across designated sites  
Outcomes include signage installed across Council owned car-
parks and Kid Safe campaign letters sent to all Moonee Valley 
early years services and primary schools from the Mayor. This 
served to increase public awareness and resulted in increased 
safety outcomes for children and families. 
 
The Walking School Bus program is promoted in all local 
primary schools  
Eight schools participated involving 712 children and 78 
volunteers, supporting children’s physical activity, connections 
with the community and safe movement to and from school. 
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 Participate in the North 
West Metropolitan Region 
Emergency Management 
Collaboration Exercise 
‘Jewell’ on 26 August 2015. 

 
 
Operations 

 

Municipal emergency management and response is 
reviewed following participation in Exercise ‘Jewell’  
Council participated in municipal emergency management and 
response in the regional Exercise ‘Jewell’. Follow-up review of 
Standard Operating Guidelines were completed that identified 
improvements for community safety outcomes. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.3.2 Encourage initiatives 
in local business and 
community activities that 
promote access to healthy 
food choices and improve 
physical lifestyle. 

Complete a research project 
into assessing the benefits 
and impacts of creating 
‘green food’ canteens at 
community sports venues. 

 
Leisure 

 

Research project is completed  
Research project informed evaluation of foods provided at sports 
venues to encourage healthy eating. Eighteen community 
members attended a session in April 2016 with a dietitian. 
Strategies were identified for clubs to apply healthy food choices 
in canteens, including a flyer to market and promote healthy 
foods increasing exposure to healthy food with potential for 
better health outcomes for children. 
 

 Investigate the provision of 
food supplies to Council’s 
childcare and kindergarten 
services by Council’s 
Community Meals program 
– Crown Street Stables 
Social Enterprise. 

 
Aged and 
Disability 

 

Scoping exercise completed  
Comparative product costing completed in 2015 that identified 
similar cost structures. Findings indicated delivery methods used 
in Community Meals is not feasible for early years centres. 

 Encourage and develop 
children’s skills for safe 
cycling at Essendon Traffic 
School (ETS). 

 
Leisure 

 

Number of children participating in Traffic School programs 
is evidenced by annual attendance rates 
Overall around 10,700 children participated in programs 
enhancing safe cycling skills: 
Approximately 4,560 children attended 152 education programs. 
They included: Stop, Look, Listen, Think Road Safety, 
pedestrian and children’s crossing safety, traffic school walking 
tour and discussing what children need to do at different signs 
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and lights when riding their bikes. Children practised road safety 
rules, learned and had the opportunity to “drive” the tram. 
Approximately 6,150 attended 205 private functions. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

1.3.3 Respond to the 
prevalence of mental health 
issues and promote positive 
mental health for children 
and families. 

Develop and implement 
Stage 2 of the ‘Count Me In’ 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emerging family and 
community needs are 
identified and targeted 
strategies established. 

cohealth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptcare 
Caroline 
Chisholm 
Society (CCS) 
Playgroup Vic 
Family and 
Children 

 

Stage 2 of the ‘Count Me In’ project commenced  
Project completed with Children’s Summit delivered in October 
2015 to 90 children from 6 local schools. A co-design approach 
identified opportunities to positively support mental wellbeing for 
students in upper primary school and transition years. An art 
based approach was used to promote the themes of resilience, 
transition, inclusion and diversity to inform the next stage. 
Comments received from children included: friendship was 
important for ‘bumps in the road’, dance was ‘cool’ and that the 
summit was ‘the best day of my life’.  
 
Parenting groups and supported playgroups that respond 
to emerging needs are established 
Parenting groups and supported playgroups were established in 
response to emerging needs. Women requiring expert mental 
health support referred to targeted, therapeutic programs 
provided by Victoria University and the Parents Infant Research 
Institute. 

1.3.4 Build on our 
community’s sense of place 
and belonging, generate 
neighbourhood activities 
and encourage local 
identity and civic pride. 

Promote and encourage the 
participation of children and 
families in the following key 
events: 

o Avondale Heights 

community precinct 5th 
birthday 

o My Smart Garden 

programs (MSG) 

 
 
Arts, Culture 
and Libraries  
 
 
 
Sustainability 
and Climate 

 

Family and children’s activities are incorporated and 
actively promoted as evidenced by each event’s 
communication plan evaluation 
Avondale Heights Library celebrated its 5th birthday with 
community and children’s art/craft activities. Approximately 
1,200 adults and 600 children attended. Feedback from children 
(~70): ‘awesome’, ‘fun’, ‘cool’. 
Dissemination of MSG monthly newsletter online to around 
34,000 users across 2014-15 promoted activities and events 
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o Crown Street Stables 

activation program. 
 

Change 
Sport and 
Recreation 
 
Aged and 
Disability 

including  local workshops at childcare centres/kindergartens for 
parents and children and regional activities: Paddock to Plate 
(March), Summer in the Valley (December-April). 
Crown Street Stables celebrated its opening in March 2016 and 
the activation program included grandparents’ morning tea, 
international day children’s fair and men’s shed blackboards for 
children. 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Theme 2: Places 

Strategic Objective 1: Celebrate and enhance the green, clean and beautiful features of Moonee Valley 

2.1.1 Apply urban ecology 
principles to public spaces 
that promote adventurous 
spaces and sensory 
experiences for children. 

Consider children’s 
connection to the natural 
environment in Council’s 
greening of neighbourhood 
and local parks program. 

 
 
Operations: 
Parks and 
Gardens 
 
 
Open Space 
Planning 

 

Council’s greening of neighbourhood and local parks 
program is implemented 
Implementation of Greening program from May 2016 included: 
tree planting completed in five sites and smaller plants that 
increased public amenity and children and family enjoyment of 
the outdoors.  
 
Discovery, free play and exploration are incorporated in the 
Airport West Green Spine development as evidenced in 
open space plans 
Implementation of discovery, free play and exploration elements 
included: stepping stones over ephemeral river bed, placement 
of rocks, logs and open grass areas – all increasing children’s 
natural play opportunities throughout the site. 
http://mvcc.vic.gov.au/~/media/Files/Urban%20Design/150811_
Airport%20West%20Greenspine%20Project.pdf 

 

2.1.2 Promote 
understanding and prioritise 
sustainable features across 
early years services, 
programs and public areas. 

Integrate natural play 
spaces and sustainable 
features in the planning and 
design of Strathmore 
Children’s Centre 

 
 
 
Infrastructure 
 

 
 
 

Strathmore Children’s Centre playground plan and 
Avondale Heights Community Precinct concept design 
incorporated natural play and sustainable features 
Documentation for Strathmore Children’s Centre playground 
plan was completed and playground completed. 

http://mvcc.vic.gov.au/~/media/Files/Urban%20Design/150811_Airport%20West%20Greenspine%20Project.pdf
http://mvcc.vic.gov.au/~/media/Files/Urban%20Design/150811_Airport%20West%20Greenspine%20Project.pdf
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redevelopment, Avondale 
Heights Community Precinct 
concept design and public 
parks/reserves. 

 
Libraries 
 
 
Operations 

 
 

 

 
Avondale Heights Community Precinct concept design to 
incorporate natural play and sustainable features is progressing. 
 
The drinking fountain and shelter renewal program is 
implemented in public parks and reserves  
The drinking fountain and shelter renewal program implemented 
in public parks and reserves: promoting outdoor play for children 
and providing access to water and safe shelter. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

2.1.3 Strengthen children’s 
ambassadorship in local 
parks, playgrounds, 
reserves and waterways. 

Encourage children to 
express their views in the 
open space projects: 
Riverside Park,  
Queens Park Rain Garden. 

 
 
Open Space 
Planning 

 

Children’s views are realised in identified open space 
projects as evidenced in design plans 

o Riverside Park project consulted with children from three 

local schools (May and Sep 2015). In April 2015 Grade 5-6 
children from Aberfeldie Primary School participated in 
design ideas workshop/model making activity with design 
consultant to inform preferences.  

o The Rain Garden playground upgrade is progressing and 

once completed will provide a broader play environment for 
children. 
 

 Promote the benefits of 
children’s active care of and 
involvement with the natural 
environment via the Junior 
Rangers program. 

 
 
Sustainability 
and Climate 
Change 

 Junior Rangers program is promoted across the 
municipality as evidenced in the program’s 
communications plan evaluation 

o The Junior Rangers program was promoted and children 

participated in this activity during the Children’s Week ‘Fun in 
the Park’ event. 

o Junior Rangers program was expanded with 344 kits 

borrowed in 2014-15. 
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Strategic Objective 2: Generate child-friendly neighbourhoods and public spaces that encourage active and independent children 

2.2.1 Advocate and 
generate a child friendly 
and intergenerational 
response to urban design 
and the natural and built 
environment. 

Plan and incorporate child 
friendly and 
intergenerational features in 
the Avondale Heights 
Community Precinct and 
Ascot Vale Leisure Centre. 

 
 
 
Libraries 
 
 
 
Leisure 

 

The precinct-planning pilot for Avondale Heights 
considered children’s interests as evidenced in design 
plans 
Precinct planning for Avondale Heights and emerging 
information will guide design plans and will consider children’s 
interests. 
 
The ‘Water play’ feature in the Ascot Vale Leisure Centre is 
upgraded  
Upgrade to the ‘Water play’ feature promoting children’s play at 
Ascot Vale Leisure Centre completed in June 2016. 
 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

2.2.2 Progress the 
Complete Street principles 
to rethink, re-prioritise and 
reorder streets to 
encourage public transport, 
safe walking and cycling. 

Incorporate design features 
such as shared bike paths, 
fences, lighting and 
landscape works in 
identified capital works 
projects that support the 
safe and active participation 
of children and families. 

Technical 
services 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Space: 
Venta (design) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Local Area Traffic Management Plans incorporating 
Complete Street principles are developed 
The Buckley Park Local Area Traffic Management Plan 
incorporates Complete Street principles, encouraging broader 
child and community involvement. 
 
Steele Creek shared path lighting installed  
Installing lighting at Steel Creek will commence upon completion 
of the shared path has been completed.  
 
Pedestrian fencing near MILD and dogs off leash areas 
installed  
Installation of pedestrian fencing near Milleara Integrated 
Learning and Development Centre for Children (MILD) 
addressed child and family safety concerns near the entrance.  
As part of a 6 month trial in December 2015, an area in Alf 
Pearce Reserve, Strathmore was fenced for dogs to exercise 



 
MONDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 

APPENDICES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

ITEM 9.15 - APPENDIX A 

PAGE 213 

and play off-lead. A permanent dogs off leash area was installed 
in June 2016. This new area provides for children and families to 
walk and play with their dog/s off lead. 

2.2.3 Identify opportunities 
to activate public space that 
supports children’s 
creativity, independence 
and the freedom to safely 
explore. 

Progress the following 
projects:  
‘My Smart Garden’ program 
community education 
workshops that encourage 
local and sustainable food 
production 
‘Better Moves Around 
Schools’(BMAS) program at 
St Mary’s PS, (St Bernard’s 
& Buckley Park Colleges) 
Penleigh and Essendon 
Grammar School. 

 
Sustainability 
and Climate 
Change  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Technical 
Services 

 

Identified projects are delivered 
Council delivered two workshops in community gardens. Many 
children participated in: bee keeping, vertical edible gardens 
design, Maribyrnong River Cruise and Paddock to Plate.  
Sustainable Home design was held at kindergarten and 
childcare centres and held over the weekend to attract families. 
 
BMAS was implemented at St Mary’s Primary and St Bernard’s 
College and progressing at Penleigh and Essendon Grammar 
and Buckley Park College. Program includes park and walk and 
active paths signage, line-marking, pick up and drop off zones, 
mini grants. Feedback reported increased driver awareness and 
best practice at drop off zones. The program increased child and 
family safety at schools at peak times of traffic. 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Strategic Objective 3: promote and create access and opportunity for all, to foster a vibrant and diverse community 

2.3.1 Learn about, 
represent, promote and 
celebrate the diversity of 
our community to support 
access and equity through 
urban design. 

Develop the Age Friendly 
Streetscapes urban design 
tool kit and incorporate 
relevant community/child 
friendly principles. 

 
 
Aged and 
Disability 

 

The Age Friendly Streetscapes urban design tool kit is 
developed  
Age Friendly Streetscapes, a key project of the State Dementia 
Plan, consulted with F&CS and prepared draft for further 
development. MVCC project report theme: healthy minds, 
bodies and communities, will contain matrix that shows 
alignment between age friendly streetscapes, child friendly cities 
and the built environment. A tool kit is being developed that 
supports issues of access, social inclusion and participation for 
children. 
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2.3.2 Recognise the 
changing growth and 
development of children; 
and design outdoor play 
spaces that inspires and 
values access for all. 

Incorporate access for all 
abilities in the design and 
development of capital 
works projects. 

 
 
 
Open Space 
Planning   

 

Access for all abilities is considered in the design and 
development of Canterbury Street Reserve, Riverside Park 
and Airport West Green Spine as evidenced in design plans 
Access for all abilities design facilitates broad and accessible  
play opportunities for children including:  

o Canterbury Street Reserve has universal design principles 

throughout, including: basket swing, dual slide with 
accessible ramp. 

o Riverside Park Upgrade proposed access for all elements to 

include: double swing-set including one all abilities seat with 
harness and rubber soft-fall provided underneath hammock 
and at base of tower for easy and safe access.  

o Airport West Green Spine has accessible pathways and 

boardwalks, includes basketball half court area, BBQ and 
picnic spaces which are all accessible. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

2.3.3 Understand the 
emerging changes of how 
we live, challenge 
assumptions and 
encourage inclusive and 
multiple use of places and 
spaces. 

Discuss opportunities to 
incorporate early years 
activities and strengthen 
collaboration across existing 
and new services in 
meetings for the next stage 
of the Avondale Heights 
Community Precinct 
concept design. 

 
 
 
Libraries 

 

Early years activities and multiple use of places/spaces are 
considered in the Avondale Heights Community Precinct 
concept design as evidenced in design plans 
To support alignment across Council and maximize community 
accessibility, the Avondale Heights Community Precinct pilot 
and design phase will be progressed - in line with the long term 
municipal wide precinct planning framework. Service 
collaboration includes: Library, Arts and Culture, Toy Library, 
play-groups, Aged and Disability, Recreation, Community 
Planning and Development, Major Projects. 
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Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Theme 3: Partnerships 

Strategic Objective 1: Pursue excellence in governance to plan and advocate for and with children and families 

3.1.1 Create opportunities 
to encourage children and 
families deeper civic 
involvement to instill a high 
level of community respect 
and confidence. 

Review Council’s primary 
school governance program 
in order to generate a 
greater understanding of the 
role and function of 
Government among children 
and families. 

 
 
Councillor 
Support 

 

Council’s primary school governance program is reviewed 
and enhanced  

o Delivered a pilot Rights of the Child Governance forum/Junior 

Council meeting in October 2015 with 44 children and 
teachers from eight primary schools. Children participated in 
the roles of councillor and mayor and asked questions about 
their rights. They learnt more about their rights and 
government protection and increased confidence through 
participation. 

o Reviewed and updated school primary school governance 

program focussed on the rights of the child, local laws and 
governance information. The program now actively 
encourages children’s participation as junior councillors 
during sessions. 

 

3.1.2 Promote and progress 
an advocacy agenda that 
aligns the Federal and 
State Government agenda 
for the benefit of our local 
community. 

Explore place based 
services and alternate 
models of support to reduce 
the risk of vulnerability for 
children through the 
Western Melbourne Child 
and Youth Area Partnership 
(WMC&YAP). 

Family and 
Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community 
Planning and 
Development 

 

Council’s Protecting Vulnerable Children’s Network is 
initiated  
Council’s internal Early Intervention and Prevention Partnership 
Group (EIPPG) was established in November 2015. A 
benchmarking survey and Action Plan to improve partnerships 
and responses to vulnerable children and families has been 
completed. 
 
The State Government WMC&YAP forums attended (Aug, Nov). 
Participated in Nth Melbourne/Flemington project group (Dec, 
Feb) to improve education pathways to employment for 
vulnerable youth and collective impact approach and co-design 
with vulnerable service users. 
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Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.1.3 Coordinate and 
facilitate support for 
services and the community 
to navigate government 
policies and frameworks. 

Review existing operations 
to support continuous 
improvement in service 
delivery. 

 
Family and 
Children 

 

MAV Central Enrolment project is completed  
Review and update of kindergarten registration form supporting 
collection of standardised minimum data completed. MAV 
Central Enrolment project implementation included planning for 
transition to an online registration process. 
 

3.1.4 Facilitate and/or 
participate in key strategic 
partnerships to build 
relationships and progress 
a coordinated approach to 
what we do. 

Facilitate key networks/ 
programs that support a 
coordinated response for 
children and families. 

 
Family and 
Children, Early 
Years 
Reference 
Group (EYRG) 
 
 
 
 
 
Anglicare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Department of 
Education and 
Training 

 

The Early Years Reference Group (EYRG) is facilitated bi-
monthly 
EYRG facilitated, membership expanded to include primary 
schools and kindergarten cluster manager representatives. 
EYRG members actively participated in scheduled meetings to 
progress MVEYP. Key topics included: Child Safe Standards, 
Do Not Leave Children in Cars, playgroup establishment funding 
grants, caring for our most vulnerable children, MVEYP action 
planning. 
 
Western Melbourne Child and Family Services Alliance 
(WMC&FS) Exec Group (Child First) is facilitated 
MV represented on the Western Melbourne Child and Family 
Services Alliance (WMC&FS) Executive Group (Child First). 
New WM Catchment Plan priorities identified: Child safety-voice 
of the child; Earlier intervention – universal services; current 
challenges of the IFS model and Aboriginal families. 
 
Strategies are identified and implemented for the Regional 
School Improvement Plan – Priority 1 – aiding school 
readiness 
Three forums for parents (78) and over 100 early years 
professionals working in Moonee Valley services were delivered 
with a focus on supporting children’s continuity of learning, 
smooth and successful transitions and early literacy 
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development in May and June 2016. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Strategic Objective 2: Coordinate and align services and facilities that encourage an integrated and responsive approach 

3.2.1 Strengthen service 
connections, 
interdepartmental planning 
and local actions that 
streamline and enhance 
participation in quality 
services. 

Establish and/or update 
service plans to align with 
the MVEYP 2014-22. 
 
Complete Council’s capital 
works program (renewal, 
upgrades, furniture and 
fittings – indoor and 
outdoor) for the following 
children’s centres: 

o Flemington Child Care 

kitchen 

o Montgomery Park Child 

Care Centre painting 
and floor replacement 

o Upgrade of Montgomery 

Park northern play 
space. 

 

 
 
Family and 
Children  
 
 
 
 
Infrastructure 
and 
Operations 

 

Council’s Service Planning is completed and key activities 
that link with the MVEYP are identified 
Family and Children’s Services Service Plan completed in 
December 2015 will inform Year Two Action 2016-17 for the 
MVEYP. Service Infrastructure Profiles mapping will inform long 
term municipal wide precinct planning. 
 
Council’s capital works program is delivered  
Council’s capital works program completed works for Flemington 
Street Children’s Centre and Montgomery Park Childcare Centre 
in January 2016. Upgrade of Montgomery Park northern 
kindergarten play space is progressing that will improve amenity 
for children and families. 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.2.2 Integrate learning 
experiences across the 
early years sector and 
support parents and 

Continue driving 
consistency of pedagogical 
practice across different 
learning settings that 

 
 
 
 

 

Integrated suite of professional learning tools is developed 
in line with Belonging, Being and Becoming: The Early 
Years Learning Framework for Australia (EYLF) and 
National Quality Standards 
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children as they transition 
to new services. 

enhances children’s learning 
through the value of play 
and intentional teaching. 

Family and  
Children  
 
 
 
 
Melbourne 
University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cohealth 
 
 

Milleara Integrated Learning and Development Centre (MILD) 
educators profiled in state-wide training video featuring the 
VEYLDF Practice Principle ‘partnerships with professionals’.  
www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/edcare/Pages/pr
ofresource.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Victorian Advancing Children’s Learning 
(VAEL) study in partnership with the University of Melbourne is 
progressing at Flemington Street Children’s Centre with 
educators, children and families. The study focusses on 
implementing the Abecedarian Approach Australia (3A). 
Pedagogical practice focussed on conversational reading and 
the learning games has improved child’s language in vocabulary 
and concept development. Families were highly engaged and 
showed interest in conversational reading and the learning 
games. They have reported noticing improvement’s in their 
children’s language and concept development.  
 
Creepy Crawlies program shortlisted for the Early Years Awards 
2015 and acknowledged by Minister for Families, Children and 
Youth Affairs for innovative partnerships. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.2.3 Build partnerships 
and generate opportunities 
with the community and 
local business to implement 
family friendly initiatives. 

Foster children’s connection 
to their local community 
through service activities 
and planned, routine 
excursions to local shops 
and community facilities. 

 
 
 
Family and 
Children 

 

Links with community groups and local business are 
demonstrated in child care and kindergarten centre 
excursions and incursions organised during the year 
There were approximately 52 kindergarten excursions and 
incursions held and were linked to community groups and local 
business providing diverse and stimulating programs to children. 
They included: ‘Dancing Around the World’ Multicultural 
Dancing, Road Safety Education, ‘Community Garden’ regular 
outing in collaboration with Able Hearts Playgroup, ‘Rosehill 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/edcare/Pages/profresource.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/providers/edcare/Pages/profresource.aspx
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Park’ regular outings to view neighbouring vegetable gardens, 
‘Librarian visit from Avondale Heights Library to read to the 
children, Gardening/cooking and Yoga incursion. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.2.4 Progress integrated 
facility and community 
precinct planning that 
supports innovative design 
for lifelong learning, health 
and wellbeing. 

Explore, share and 
participate in the 
development of existing and 
new models of service and 
facility development. 

 
 
Caroline 
Chisholm 
Society 
 
 
 
 
Technical 
Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Infrastructure 
Libraries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning and design of the new Western Metropolitan 
Community Service Hub is initiated  
Building works commenced in December 2005 for new Western 
Metropolitan Community Service Hub. New facility to include 
services focussed on supporting early years programs for 
Moonee Valley children and families. 
 
Council’s long term facility, asset management and precinct 
planning is facilitated and progressed 
Extensive internal consultation progressed Council’s long term 
facility asset management and precinct planning.  
 
Hopetoun Children’s Centre redevelopment is completed  
Hopetoun Early Years Centre officially ‘opened’ with Local 
Member on 4 June 2016. The new centre has capacity for 132 
children (increase of 67) providing a new kindergarten room, co-
located MCH service, family support provision, parents room 
and playground improvements. The learning environment for 
children provides contemporary facilities with quality play and 
learning experiences. 
 
Re-development of Strathmore Children’s Centre is 
progressed  
Concept design for next stage of Avondale Heights 
Community Precinct is initiated  
To support alignment across Council, the Strathmore Children’s 
Centre redevelopment and Avondale Heights Community 
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Precinct pilot will be progressed in line with the long term 
municipal wide precinct planning framework.  
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

Strategic Objective 3: Foster robust partnerships to share information, knowledge, data, resources and celebrate achievement 

3.3.1 Establish information, 
provide advice and/or 
referral so that families 
understand and can access 
the right services at the 
right time. 

Review information 
provision to families and 
establish new ways of 
promoting available 
services. 

 
 
Family and 
Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anglicare 

 

The Moonee Valley Early Years Guide is reviewed and 
updated  
Review of the Moonee Valley Early Years Guide commenced to 
update and align with broadened scope of MVEYP - pregnancy 
to 12 years for improved accessibility and style. To be 
completed in 2016-17. 
 
Strategies to improve social media/online access to 
information for children, families and services are identified 

o Strategies progressed to improve social media/online access 

to information for children, families and services. M&CH 
Facebook site was launched with training for relevant staff. 
Some posts have excellent reach (to 900) and increases 
parent knowledge to facilitate enhanced outcomes for 
children. 

o Information promoting the process for families registering for 

sessional kindergarten programs in 2017 included how and 
when to register, open sessions to support families’ 
kindergarten choices and timelines for offer of places. 
Increase of social media was used to promote kindergarten 
registration and key information was published in eight 
community languages supporting increased family reach. 

 
Western Metropolitan Child and Family Services Alliance 
Allocations Group (Child First) is facilitated 
Information shared with Essendon Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Flemington St Children’s Centre, Hopetoun Children’s Centre 



 
MONDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2016 

APPENDICES – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

ITEM 9.15 - APPENDIX A 

PAGE 221 

and EIPPG. Integrated Family Services intake, assessment and 
referral service was promoted to professionals and families to 
ensure priority of access for vulnerable/at risk families. 
 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.3.2 Improve our 
knowledge and 
understanding to enable 
evidence-based practice 
that supports the best start 
in life for children. 

Support and enable 
identified research 
opportunities/programs: 
o Melbourne Uni Master of 

Teaching in local 
kindergartens 

o Victorian Advancing Early 
Learning (VAEL) Study 

o MVCC Children’s 
Services Social Model of 
Employment 

   Council’s training matrix 
pilot for kindergarten staff. 

Melbourne 
University 

 

Melbourne University Master of Teaching in local 
kindergartens and Victorian Advancing Early Learning 
Study supported and enabled by Melbourne University 

o Research and practice in Council and community education 

and care services was supported through Masters of 
Teaching student placements. The program provided 
placements to 21 Year 1 and Year 2 pre-service students in 
2016. Educators have access to knowledge in 
contemporary theory, practice, pedagogy and are 
supported in mentoring. 

o VAEL Study focused on enhancing educator knowledge 

and skills in everyday practice, relationships with children, 
families and other educators. As well, for strengthening 
leadership, mentoring and coaching. 

 
MVCC Children’s Services Social Model of Employment and 
training matrix pilot for kindergarten staff established  
In partnership with the Brotherhood of St Lawrence, the Social 
Model of Employment project will be investigated to determine 
feasibility of application for kindergartens. To support alignment 
across Council, designing and piloting the training matrix pilot for 
kindergarten staff will be developed following the Enhancing 
Consultation project. 
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Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.3.3 Encourage a 
coordinated approach to 
training and skills 
development that enables 
continuous improvement of 
quality early years services. 

Facilitate professional 
development for family and 
children’s services staff 
such as: 

o Council’s Long Day Care 

Program 

o ‘Enhancing school 

attendance’ forum 

o Western Metropolitan 

Family & Children 
Services Alliance 
Professional Learning 
Network 

o Cultural competence 

practice with vulnerable 
families. 

Family and 
Children   

 

Identified professional development opportunities for family 
and children’s services staff are promoted and delivered  

o Professional development, based on VEYLDF, was delivered 

to 230 Council F&CS staff (July). ‘Developing a Community 
of Practice’ engaged staff, strengthened relations and shared 
learning.  

o ‘Connections, Practices and Partnerships’ was delivered to 

Council F&C staff (April) and focused on vulnerable families. 
Both of these programs serve to increase and share 
knowledge of best practice to achieve best outcomes for 
children. 

o The Foundations of Culturally Competent Practice, 

Enhancing School Engagement Forum and Legislative 
Considerations in Family Services  Think Child Forum, were 
incorporated in WMC&FS Alliance professional development 
calendar. 

 

Strategies Action Plan  
July 2015 - June 2016 

Action 
Owner   
 

P
ro

g
re

s
s

 

Progress on deliverables 
 
 

3.3.4 Facilitate and/or 
participate in activities and 
events that promote and 
celebrate the achievements 
of our community. 

Incorporate activities that 
foster children’s active 
participation in the 
community in: 

o Moonee Valley Festival 

(Feb) 

o Diversity week (Mar) 

o Families Week (May) 

o Reconciliation Week 

Family and 
Children 
 
 
Community 
Planning and 
Development 
 
Libraries 

 

Activities designed for children’s participation in the 
identified community events are evidenced through 
promotions and communications plan evaluations 
A range of events and activities focused on and celebrated 
children’s participation in community life: 

o Reconciliation/NAIDOC Week – flag raising ceremony, with 

storytelling, art/craft, music for children and community (July). 

o Senior’s/Children’s Week – Over 90 grandparents and their 

grandchildren morning tea in the park with Australian native 
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(May/June) 

o Senior’s/Children’s 

Week (Sept/Oct) 

o International day for 

people with a disability 
(Nov) 

o Carols by Candlelight 

(Dec) 

 
 
 
 
Aged and 
Disability 
 
 
Arts and 
Culture 
 
 
 
Community 
Planning and 
Development 
Family and 
Children 

animals, active games, bubble blowing, face painting and 
storytelling, Fun in the park and movie night (October). 

o International Day for people with a disability – 30 people 

attended the children’s fair with circus skills, Lego, face 
painting and games. Assessment officers provided 
information for parents/carers (December). 

o Carols by Candlelight – prior to the carols: craft tent with 

origami workshop for children 4-12 years and MV Leader 
activation (throwing paper into hole). Two primary schools (St 
Martin de Porres Catholic PS and Resurrection House) 
participated in the choir (December). 

o MV Festival – face painting, craft, messy play, sand pit, yoga 

and children’s stage performances (February). 

o Diversity/Harmony Week – welcome community dinner 

(February), family picnic and movies in the park/libraries, bi 
lingual story times (March). 

o Families Week – Our journey, Autism, Parenting and 

Relationships community forum (May). 
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Moonee Valley Early Years Pl an 2016 - 17 Acti on Pl an 

Moonee Valley Early Years Plan: 2016-2017 Action Plan 

The Moonee Valley Early Years Plan (MVEYP) 2014-22 integrates the broader policy and planning context from early 

childhood through adolescence to adulthood, to set a strategic direction that responds to local family needs from 

pregnancy to children 12 years of age. The Plan also profiles the valuable contributions of government and community 

partners and translates partner strengths and contributions into an Action Plan. This is the second year of an eight-year 

action plan that will evolve over time and explores opportunities to progress the aspirations of our children, families and 

the early years sector across Moonee Valley.  

 

The MVEYP has a strong alignment with key plans and strategies across all levels of government. The ‘Big 3’ strategic 

plans for Local Government, legislated by the State Government are the: 

 City of Moonee Valley Council Plan 

 Municipal Strategic Statement 

 Public Health and Wellbeing Plan. 

 

The ‘Big 3’ guide the development of policies and plans that articulate in greater detail what we will and are doing for the 

benefit of children and families. This year, Council’s service planning framework provides an opportunity to strengthen the 

connections between these documents and the MVEYP. The following Council plans and strategies are aligned with and 

inform the MVEYP Action Plan: 

 Diversity, Access and Equity Policy 

 Reconciliation Plan 

 Community Safety Program 

 Open Space Strategy 

 Play Space Plan 

 Integrated Transport Strategy 
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 Road Safety Plan 

 Walking and Cycling Strategy 

 Urban Ecology Strategy. 

 

Action Plan partner agencies include:  

 Early Years Reference Group Members: parent representatives, primary school representative (St Brendan’s PS), 

Caroline Chisholm Society, Baptcare Family Services, KU Children’s Services, cohealth, Playgroup Victoria, 

Department of Education and Training, community and community based kindergarten provider  (BPA Children’s 

Services -Brimbank Preschool Association) 

 Ascot Vale and East Keilor Leisure Centres, and Windy Hill Sports and Fitness Centres 

 Child Friendly Cities Network (Victorian Chapter) 

 Mackillop Family Services 

 Melbourne University 

 Moonee Valley Business 

 Moonee Valley Learning Board 

 Moonee Valley Secondary Schools 

 Moonee Valley State, Catholic and Independent Primary and Specialist Schools 

 Moonee Valley Toy Library 

 Out of School Hours Care Services 

 Protecting Vulnerable Children’s Network 

 Royal Children’s Hospital - Uncle Bob’s 

 Victoria Police 

 Victorian Local Government Association 

 Western Melbourne Child and Youth Area Partnerships 
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 Western Melbourne Child and Family Services Alliance Executive Group. 

 

Theme 1: People – inspire community connection, inclusion, support and participation of all children and families 

in Moonee Valley 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.1.1 Strengthen our 

profile and understanding 

of a Child Friendly 

Moonee Valley to 

enhance children’s 

participation in civic life. 

 

Promote MVCC as a signatory to the Victorian 

Charter for Child Friendly Cities and through this 

action plan progress the UN Convention of the 

Rights of the Child and UNICEF Child Friendly 

Cities Initiative. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

 

Vic Local 

Government 

Association (VLGA) 

Coordinate activities during Children’s Week 

2016 to celebrate children’s right to enjoy 

childhood and raise awareness on Article 17 of 

the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child 

‘Children’s right to reliable information’. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Partner agencies 

1.1.2 Value the voice of 

children and progress 

principles of best practice 

when talking with and 

listening to children. 

 

Develop a Community Engagement Framework 

to improve effective engagement practices and 

opportunities for children to influence and inform 

Councils strategic direction and service delivery.  

 

MVCC Community 

Planning 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Develop a project proposal for a staff-training 

module to share skills and knowledge of how to 

create opportunities for children to be active 

citizens and be part of decision-making. 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children  

MVCC Human 

Resources 
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1.1.3 Create experiences 

that involve, reflect and 

respond to children’s 

needs and gives practical 

effect to their ideas and 

suggestions. 

Design an evaluation framework for MVCC 

Family and Children’s Services to incorporate 

children’s views in planning for their learning and 

development. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

 

MVCC Community 

Planning 

 

 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.1.4 Understand 

children’s 

interdependence on the 

world around them and 

foster their thinking and 

emerging independence. 

Deliver professional learning for MVCC Family 

and Children’s Services staff to strengthen 

cohesive and integrated approaches in 

implementing the Victorian Early Years Learning 

and Development Framework (VEYLDF), with a 

focus on children’s learning and development 

outcomes in relation to identity and connections 

with community. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

1.2.1 Strengthen the role 

of parents as first 

educators to foster 

children’s growth and 

development. 

 

o Establish a coordinated program that links 

parents into a range of forums to encourage 

and develop the value of family wellbeing. 

o Respectful relationships program 

o Parent talk: speech and development 

o Health and wellbeing 

o Literacy development.  

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Baptcare Family 

Services 

 

cohealth 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

 

 

Partner agencies 
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Continue to seek, promote, encourage, foster 

and strengthen partnerships that will extend the 

reach of the library service and provide 

additional benefits to library users. 

MVCC Libraries MVCC Family & 

Children 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.2.2 Advocate and 

sustain responsive 

community and facilitated 

early years activities and 

services. 

 

Implement a communications and literacy place-

based approach in Flemington targeting children 

aged 0-5 to boost children’s language and skills 

through play. 

 

Jesuit Family 

Services/cohealth 

 

Debney Park PS 

Hopetoun Early 

Years Centre, 

Flemington Street 

Children’s Centre 

Provide over 2,500 high quality, educational, fun 

toys and equipment to Moonee Valley families to 

support children’s play based learning. 

MV Toy Library 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Deliver the second year of the three year 

‘Transitioning Supported Playgroups’ partnership 

project for newly arrived or isolated families to 

gain the skills and confidence to transition to a 

community playgroup. 

Playgroup Victoria 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Explore opportunities to establish community 

playgroups that respond to 2nd and 3rd time 

parents and children, including opportunities to 

transition from playgroup to child care/ 

kindergarten. 

Playgroup Victoria Early Years 

Reference Group 
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Deliver the ‘Begin with Books’ program to all 

children at the four month maternal and child 

health visit to foster parents understanding of the 

importance of early years literacy. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

MVCC Libraries 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.2.3 Support parents 

during family transitions 

and stresses to 

effectively protect and 

nurture children. 

 

Provide an early years program for preschool 

age children and families to participate in a 

school environment, to smoothly transition into 

to school. 

St Brendan’s Primary 

School 

 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

 

Establish a panel of speakers to inform parents 

about how to support children to smoothly 

transition from service to service to promote 

better outcomes for children and families. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

Provide information to kindergarten families 

about their child’s learning and development. 

Share this information between early years 

services and schools to support a smooth 

transition for children and families into school. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Kindergartens/ 

Primary Schools 

Department 

Education & 

Training(DET) 

1.2.4 Provide proactive, 

timely and optimal 

support for children to 

meet their development 

Support enhanced learning and development 

outcomes for children through improved staff 

practice aligned with National Quality Standards 

and Quality Assurance. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Children’s 

Services 
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and wellbeing needs. 

 

Progress the ISO Certification Project for 

Integrated Family services to provide high 

quality best practice for vulnerable children and 

families. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

MVCC Aged & 

Disability  

Progress Council’s advocacy agenda for 

children with additional needs. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

MVCC 

Governance 

Incorporate Child Safe Standards into policies 

and practices to embed an organisational culture 

of child safety. 

MVCC Governance/ 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.3.1 Influence 

perceptions and enhance 

safety in public areas to 

positively affect 

community connections 

and wellbeing.  

Progress City of Moonee Valley’s Pacific 

Australian Safe Communities Accreditation by 

developing child friendly urban environments 

that contribute positively to the development of a 

child's happiness and wellbeing. 

MVCC Community 

Planning 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

 

Develop the Integrated Transport Plan to 

support initiatives such as walking and other 

recreation that encourages children and families 

to exercise outdoors. 

MVCC Technical   

Implement the ‘Better Moves Around Schools’ 

program and safe drop off/pick up zones to 

improve traffic flow and create a safer 

environment for children 

. 

MVCC Technical   
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1.3.2 Encourage 

initiatives in local 

business and community 

activities that promote 

access to healthy food 

choices and improve 

physical lifestyle. 

 

Promote children’s healthy eating across early 

years services with a focus on portion size and 

healthy weight ranges. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

MVCC Sport & 

Recreation 

Continue to deliver the My Smart Garden 

community education workshops to children and 

families that encourage local and sustainable 

food production. 

MVCC Sustainability & 

Climate Change 

 

 

Partner with the Ascot Vale and East Keilor 

Leisure Centres to offer both structured and 

casual leisure and learning activities for children 

and families. 

MVCC Leisure  

Encourage and develop children’s skills for safe 

cycling at the Essendon Traffic School. 

MVCC Leisure  

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

1.3.3 Respond to the 

prevalence of mental 

health issues and 

promote positive mental 

health for children and 

families. 

Implement targeted strategies, including 

parenting groups and supported playgroups that 

respond to the emerging needs of children and 

families.  

Baptcare Family 

Services 

Caroline Chisholm 

Society (CCS) 

Playgroup Victoria 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Partner agencies 

1.3.4 Build on our 

community’s sense of 

place and belonging, 

generate neighbourhood 

activities and encourage 

Deliver a Moonee Valley Community Grant 

recognition and information event that builds 

capacity and provides networking opportunities 

for the community organisations supporting 

children and families. 

MVCC Community 

Planning 
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local identity and civic 

pride. 

Promote and encourage the participation of 

children and families in the key events such as: 

o My Smart Garden programs 

 

o Crown Street Stables activation program. 

MVCC Sustainability 

& Climate Change 

 

Aged & Disability 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Economic 

Development 

Partner agencies 

 

Theme 2: Places – Stimulate design in child and family friendly spaces for learning, play, leisure, 

celebration and getting about in Moonee Valley 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

2.1.1 Apply urban 

ecology principles to 

public spaces that 

promote adventurous 

spaces and sensory 

experiences for children. 

 

Consult on and finalise the master plan for the 

Moonee Ponds Creek linear park that considers 

Water Sensitive Urban Design, active transport 

and path connections for all users, including 

children and families. 

MVCC Urban Design 

 

 

MVCC Technical, Local 

residents 

Implement the Greening program, consider 

children’s connection to the natural environment 

and increase natural play opportunities for 

children in Council’s neighbourhood and local 

parks. 

MVCC Operations  

 

MVCC Urban Design 

Sustainability & Climate 

Change 

2.1.2 Promote 

understanding and 

prioritise sustainable 

features across early 

Finalise construction of the Airport West Green 

Spine (harvest and reuse water for community 

initiatives such as orchards and gardens) to 

strengthen children’s understanding of the 

MVCC Urban Design 
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years services, programs 

and public areas. 

 

natural environment. 

Prioritise sustainable features in the remodelled 

Avondale Heights Community Precinct.  

MVCC Sustainability 

& Climate Change, 

Family & Children 

 

MVCC Infrastructure 

 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

2.1.3 Strengthen 

children’s 

ambassadorship in local 

parks, playgrounds, 

reserves and waterways 

Progress the Queens Park Rain Garden 

playground upgrade to provide a broader play 

environment for children. 

MVCC Urban Design 

 

MVCC Operations, 

Sustainability & Climate 

Change 

Promote the Junior Rangers program and 

benefits of children’s active care of and 

involvement with the natural environment. 

MVCC Sustainability 

& Climate Change 

 

MVCC Libraries 

2.2.1 Advocate and 

generate a child friendly 

and intergenerational 

response to urban design 

and the natural and built 

environment. 

 

Deliver new and upgraded sports facilities to the 

community that cater for and encourage 

participation of all ages, including children and 

families. 

MVCC Sport & 

Recreation 

 

 

Undertake application for age friendly city 

accreditation, incorporating relevant 

community/child friendly principles that support 

issues of access and social inclusion, to align 

with the launch of the new Healthy Ageing 

Strategy. 

MVCC Aged & 

Disability 

MVCC Family & Children 
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2.2.2 Progress the 

Complete Street 

principles to rethink, 

reprioritise and reorder 

streets to encourage 

public transport, safe 

walking and cycling. 

 

Implement key projects to enhance the safety of 

all road users, including children and families in 

the municipality. 

MVCC Technical 

 

MVCC Community Planning 

Ensure the Essendon Junction and Airport West 

Structure Plans utilise Complete Streets 

Principles as well as promote more active use of 

public space for children and families. 

MVCC Strategic 

Planning 

MVCC Sustainability & 

Climate Change, Economic 

Development, Urban Design 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

2.2.3 Identify 

opportunities to activate 

public space that 

supports children’s 

creativity, independence 

and the freedom to safely 

explore. 

 

Implement the:  

o ‘My Smart Garden’ program community 

education workshops to encourage children’s 

involvement and understanding of local and 

sustainable food production. 

o ‘Better Moves Around Schools’ program to 

improve traffic, safety and parking 

management and encourage walking, cycling 

and the use of public transport when children 

and families are travelling to and from school. 

 

MVCC Sustainability 

& Climate Change 

 

 

MVCC Technical  

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

2.3.1 Learn about, 

represent, promote and 

celebrate the diversity of 

our community to support 

access and equity 

through urban design. 

Complete park master plans that reflect the 

needs of local residents and users, including 

children and families for: 

o AJ Davis Reserve  

o Woodlands Park  

 

MVCC Urban Design MVCC Family & 

Children  
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Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

2.3.2 Recognise the 

changing growth and 

development of children 

and design outdoor play 

spaces that inspires and 

values access for all. 

Upgrade play opportunities for children of all 

ages and abilities at the following parks and 

reserves in line with the Playspace Plan:  

o Muriel Street Playground 

o Clarinda Park 

o Debneys Park West 

o KT Smith Reserve 

o Cliff Allison Reserve 

o Weather Station Reserve  

o HW Cousins Reserve 

o Albert Wallis Reserve  

o Hansen Etzel Reserve (north)  

o Construct regional playspace: Riverside Park 

upgrade as part of the Maribyrnong River 

Master Plan. 

 

MVCC Urban Design MVCC Operations  

2.3.3 Understand the 

emerging changes of how 

we live, challenge 

assumptions and 

encourage inclusive and 

multiple use of places 

and spaces.  

Plan for and incorporate child friendly and 

intergenerational features, inclusive and multiple 

uses of places in the Avondale Heights 

Community Precinct. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Urban Design  

MVCC Infrastructure 

 

Display the Rainbow Families posters and 

promote Rainbow families resources at Council’s 

Family and Children’s facilities including 

Maternal and Child Health Centres, kindergarten 

and long day care, libraries and appropriate aged 

and disability managed venues. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

MVCC Community 

Planning 
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Theme 3: Partnerships – Motivate innovation in how people and agencies work together to create a child friendly Moonee 

Valley 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.1.1 Create opportunities 

to encourage children 

and families deeper civic 

involvement to instil a 

high level of community 

respect and confidence. 

Implement Council’s primary school governance 

program for children to learn more about their rights, 

government protection and generate a greater 

understanding of the role and function of Local 

Government. 

MVCC Councillor 

Support 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children’s Services 

MVCC Governance 

Primary Schools 

3.1.2 Promote and 

progress an advocacy 

agenda that aligns the 

Federal and State 

Government agenda for 

the benefit of our local 

community. 

 

Implement the Early Intervention and Prevention 

Partnership Group action plan to improve partnerships 

and responses that support vulnerable children and 

families. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Support community participation and action to prevent 

violence against women and children including: 

program and service delivery and development of a 

cross Council governance structure to guide a 

coordinated approach. 

MVCC Community 

Planning  

MVCC Community 

Services and 

Community 

Development 

Implement advocacy activities through the Metropolitan 

Transport Forum and Western Transport Forum to 

support safe and active travel of children and families. 

MVCC Technical  

 

 

3.1.3 Coordinate and 

facilitate support for 

services and the 

community to navigate 

Review existing operations and implement changes to 

support continuous improvement in service delivery for 

children and families including the: 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

 

 

Partner agencies 
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government policies and 

frameworks. 

o VEYLDF 

o Central Registration System 

Regional School Improvement Plan – Priority 1 – 

aiding school readiness 

Department of 

Education & Training 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.1.4 Facilitate and/or 

participate in key 

strategic partnerships to 

build relationships and 

progress a coordinated 

approach to what we do. 

 

Facilitate key networks/ programs that support and 

progress a coordinated response for children and 

families including: 

o The Early Years Reference Group (EYRG) 

o Council’s Protecting Vulnerable Children’s Network 

o Western Melbourne Child and Family Services 

Alliance (WMC&FS) Exec Group (Child First) 

 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Anglicare 

 

 

 

Partner agencies 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

Support lifelong learning for children and families 

through community governance structures including 

the Principal’s Breakfast (with Primary and Secondary 

School representation) and Neighbourhood and 

Community Centre Coordination. 

MVCC Community 

Planning  

 

Implement cross-promotional activities between 

Council’s services to deliver workshops to groups, 

clubs and organisations on relevant social issues 

affecting children and families. 

 

MVCC Sport & 

Recreation 

MVCC Family & 

Children 
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Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.2.1 Strengthen service 

connections, 

interdepartmental 

planning and local actions 

that streamline and 

enhance participation in 

quality services. 

 

Review and update service plans that align with the 

MVEYP 2014-22 and actions: honour children, 

empower families, foster social connection and 

promote strong partnerships in Moonee Valley. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Cross Council 

departments 

Partner agencies 

Implement the Multicultural Action Plan to support 

active participation of children and families in the local 

community. 

 

MVCC Community 

Planning 

 

Implement the Reconciliation Policy and Action Plan 

2016-18. Continue to respect, recognise and build 

relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children and families. 

 

MVCC Community 

Planning  

 

Deliver the North and West Metropolitan Koolin Balit 

Project, focusing on improving access to health 

services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children and families. 

 

Inner North West 

Primary Care 

Partnership 

Community  

Planning 

Implement actions within the Disability Action Plan – 

Year 3 and Healthy Ageing Strategy – Year 5 that 

focus on children and families. 

  

MVCC Aged & Disability  

Develop and implement the Community Safety Action 

Plan 2016/17 with input from the Community Safety 

Stakeholder Group, the Early Years Reference Group. 

 

 

MVCC Community 

Planning 

Early Years 

Reference Group 
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Implement the Moonee Valley Arts and Culture Plan 

2014 -2018 and actions that progress the participation 

of children and families. 

MVCC Arts, Culture & 

Libraries 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.2.2 Integrate learning 

experiences across the 

early years sector and 

support parents and 

children as they transition 

to new services. 

Strengthen pedagogical practice, including the 

implementation of the Abecedarian Approach Australia 

(3a) across different early years settings to enhance 

children’s learning, intentional teaching and 

partnerships with families. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

University of 

Melbourne 

 

Primary Schools 

3.2.3 Build partnerships 

and generate 

opportunities with the 

community and local 

business to implement 

family friendly initiatives. 

 

Strengthen the capacity of local community 

organisations supporting children and families to 

contribute to their wellbeing through provision of the 

Moonee Valley Grants Program. 

MVCC Community 

Planning  

 

 

 

 

Deliver education programs for children and families at 

the Incinerator Gallery including ‘Arty Tales’, school 

programs and arts history. 

MVCC Arts & Culture  

Implement diverse experiences, incursions and 

excursions within kindergarten and long day care 

programs to foster children’s understanding and 

connection with their local community. 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

MVCC Economic  

Development, 

Sustainability & 

Climate Change, 

3.2.4 Progress integrated 

facility and community 

precinct planning that 

supports innovative 

Develop and implement integrated models of service 

delivery and facility planning for children and families 

including the: 

 

 

Caroline Chisholm 

 

 

MVCC Family & 
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design for lifelong 

learning, health and 

wellbeing. 

 Western Metropolitan Community Service Hub 

 Concept design and integrated governance model 

for next stage of Avondale Heights Community 

Precinct 

 Council’s long term facility, asset management and 

precinct planning 

Society 

MVCC Infrastructure  

Children 

MVCC Library & 

Learning 

 

 

Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.3.1 Establish 

information, provide 

advice and/or referral so 

that families understand 

and can access the right 

services at the right time. 

 

Review and update information available for families 

and establish new ways of promoting relevant services 

for children including: 

o Review and align Council’s Early Years Guide and 

website with the MVEYP’s broadened scope of 

pregnancy to 12 years. 

o Social media including the Maternal and Child 

Health Facebook: increase parent knowledge and 

enhance outcomes for children. 

o Integrated Family Services intake, assessment and 

referral service to ensure support vulnerable/at risk 

families. 

o Western Metropolitan Child and Family Services 

Alliance Allocations Group (Child First) to ensure 

priority of access to vulnerable/at risk families. 

 

 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children 

 

 

 

 

Anglicare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVCC 

Communications & 

Customer Service 

 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

Partner agencies 
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Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.3.2 Improve our 

knowledge and 

understanding to enable 

evidence-based practice 

that supports the best 

start in life for children. 

 

Implement relevant research and development 

opportunities for staff to improve learning outcomes for 

children and families including the: 

o Melbourne University Master of Teaching student 

placement program in local kindergartens and long 

day care services to progress knowledge in 

contemporary theory, practice and pedagogy. 

o Victorian Advancing Early Learning Study to 

enhance educator knowledge and skills in every day 

practice, relationships with children, families and 

other educators. 

o Council’s training matrix pilot for kindergarten staff 

to maximize learning opportunities for the benefit of 

children and families. 

 

 

 

University of Melbourne 

 

DET 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children  

 

 

 

MVCC Family & 

Children  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 Encourage a 

coordinated approach to 

training and skills 

development that enables 

continuous improvement 

of quality early years 

services. 

 

Identify and implement professional development 

opportunities for family and children’s services staff to 

strengthen shared learning on the Victorian Early 

Years Learning and Development Framework and 

increase knowledge of best practice to achieve positive 

outcomes for children and families.  

MVCC Family & 

Children  

 

 

 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

 

Primary Schools 

 

Partner agencies 
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Strategies Action Year 2016-17 Action Leader Partners 

3.3.4 Facilitate and/or 

participate in activities 

and events that promote 

and celebrate the 

achievements of our 

community. 

 

Finalise and implement the Inclusive Practice 

Guide to improve community access, including 

children and families to Council events and 

programs. 

MVCC Aged & Disability  

Incorporate activities that foster children’s active 

participation in the community in: 

o Moonee Valley Festival (Feb) 

o Diversity week (Mar) 

o Reconciliation Week (May/June  

o Families Week (May) 

o Education Week (May) 

o Senior’s/Children’s Week (Sept/Oct) 

o International day for people with a disability 

(Nov) 

o Carols by Candlelight (Dec) 

 

 

MVCC Arts & Culture 

Community Planning 

 

Family & Children 

 

Aged & Disability 

 

Arts & Culture 

 

 

Early Years 

Reference Group 

 

Partner agencies 
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Tool ki t - C hild Fri endl y Citi es and Communi ties  2014 
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